
 

 

 

 

 

Pierre-Etienne Bost 

Chair of DNDi’s Scientific Advisory Committee 

Formerly of the Institut Pasteur, France 

 

Dr Pierre-Etienne Bost has held several top R&D management positions in a major global 

pharmaceutical company (now SANOFI-AVENTIS) as well as other management functions in the 

health and food industry. His experience in medicinal chemistry, drug discovery and development is 

associated with a track record of: 

• building successful global R&D organizations in the pharmaceutical industry 

• contributing to the discovery of breakthrough products in various therapeutic areas 

• moving compounds into clinical evaluation and to the market. 

Dr P-E. Bost has actively participated in the preclinical and clinical development, registration and 

launch of several major drugs in oncology (TAXOTERE™), infectious (SYNERCID™), cardiovascular 

(CLEXAN™) and degenerative diseases (RILUZOL™). 

Former member of the board of AVENTIS-PASTEUR, P-E BOST was until 2006 the Head of a research 

unit of Institute Pasteur in France, and since 2009, he is Vice-President of GENETHON. European 

expert, founding member of the French Academy of technologies, where he is acting as General 

Delegate, author of various patents and publications, he is also member of the French Council for 

Science and Technology. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Marcel Tanner 

Chair of the Board DNDi 

Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute (Swiss TPH - former STI) 

 

Marcel Tanner obtained a PhD on medical biology from the University of Basel and a MPH 

from the University of London. He is Director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health Institute 

(former Swiss Tropical Institute) and Professor of Epidemiology and Medical Parasitology at the 

University of Basel and at the Federal Institute of Technology. 

Since 1977, his research ranges from basic research on the cell biology and immunology on 

malaria, schistosomiasis, trypanosomiasis and filariasis to epidemiological and public health 

research on risk assessment, vulnerability, health impact and district health planning. His 

research, teaching and health planning expertise are based on substantial long term experience 

from working in rural and urban areas in Africa (mainly Tanzania, Chad, Burkina Faso and Côte 

d’Ivoire) and Asia (China, Thailand, Laos). 

He was co-investigator and coordinator of the first African malaria vaccine trial in 1992 and 

participated since then in several major intervention trials on malaria (iron supplementation, 

intermittent preventive treatment) and schistosomiasis. He has published over 400 original 

research papers as well as numerous book chapters and reviews. 

He also acts as advisor on communicable diseases research and control, health systems 

strengthening and capacity building in various national and international agencies/bodies and 

in boards/committees such as e.g. WHO/STAC-TDR, DNDi, CHNRI, INCLEN-Trust. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Bernard Pécoul, MD, MPH 

Executive Director, DNDi 

Dr. Pécoul’s has led DNDi since its founding in 2003. DNDi and its partners have built the largest and 

most robust R&D portfolio for three of the most neglected diseases (leishmaniasis, Human African 

Trypanosomiasis or sleeping sickness, and Chagas disease), launched ASAQ and ASMQ, two low-cost, 

non-patented antimalarial combinations, and NECT, the first new treatment against sleeping sickness 

in 25 years. 

Prior to DNDi, Bernard Pécoul was director of Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)-Access Campaign and 

as such played a key role in the creation of DNDi. Before that, he was the Executive Director of MSF-

France, acted as a co-founder of Epicentre, and worked as a MSF field physician in Africa, Latin 

America, and Asia. Bernard Pécoul obtained his Doctorate in Medicine from the University of 

Clermont Ferrand in France and his Master of Public Health from Tulane University in the USA. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Graeme Bilbe, PhD,  

Research & Development Director, DNDi 

 

Dr Bilbe has the overall responsibility of building DNDi’s project portfolio and advancing the 

discovery and development of new treatments for neglected diseases.  

 

Prior to joining DNDi in June 2012, Dr. Bilbe was Global Head of Neuroscience Discovery at 

Novartis tasked with discovery and early development of novel treatments for brain 

diseases. He served in several management positions at Novartis including the Novartis 

Institutes for Biomedical Research Leadership Team, Head of Research for the Neuroscience 

Franchise, which brought two innovative drugs, Exelon patch for Alzheimer's disease and 

Gilenya for multiple sclerosis, to the fruition. He also chaired the Neuroscience Disease Area 

Decision Board, which built a robust pipeline of projects from early discovery through to 

proof-of-concept clinical testing and Phase IIb trials. He led the scientists who discovered 

and developed AFQ056, Mavoglurant, a metabotropic glutamate receptor 5 antagonist, 

which demonstrated early clinical efficacy in L-DOPA-induced dyskinesias in Parkinson's 

disease and also improved symptoms in fragile X mental retardation syndrome patients.  

 

Dr Bilbe completed post-doctoral fellowships at the Zentrum for Molecular Biology in 

Heidelberg and the Imperial College London. He received his PhD in Biochemistry from the 

University of London, Imperial College and his BSc in Zoology and Biochemistry from the 

University of Nottingham. 

  



 

 

Bennett Shapiro 

DNDi’s North American Board of Directors 

PureTech Ventures, formerly with Merck & Co., USA 

Dr. Shapiro was formerly Executive Vice President, Worldwide Licensing and External Research at 

Merck Research laboratories. Previously at Merck, he held the position of Executive Vice President, 

Worldwide Basic Research. Prior to entering the pharmaceutical industry, Dr. Shapiro was Professor 

and Chairman of the Department of Biochemistry at the University of Washington. He also held the 

position of Chief, Section on Cellular Differentiation in the Laboratory of Biochemistry at the US 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) and was a visiting scientist at the Institut Pasteur earlier in his 

career. 

Dr. Shapiro presently serves on Boards of several biotechnology companies and non-profit 

organizations. Dr. Shapiro received his MD from Jefferson Medical College in the USA. 


